AMOPIox, IOYAIOX 1956... OYMAMALI!

AMORGOS, JULY 1956 ... | REMEMBER/!

Avatpexovtag ota yeyovota tov ocnuadsPav tnv 9n lovAiov 1956
... KAl TIC NHEPEG IOV aKoAouOnoav

Looking back at the events that occurred on July 9, 1956 ... and the days after!

H Apopyog eival eva eAANVIKO vnoi, To avatoAlkotepo Twv KukAddwv.
KaAutttet 121 T.xAY. Kat €xel 112 XAH. AKTOYPAMUHNG.

2€ OAo To pPNKog TNG (33 XAM.), To vnoi dtaocxidetal amo pyla opocELPA TTOU
Katepaivel amotopa otn BAAacoa KATA PKOG TNE VOTIOAVATOALKN G OKTAC.

Amorgos is a Greek island, the easternmost of the Cyclades. Amorgés
covers an area of 121 km? and has 112 km of coastline.

A mountain range crosses the entire length of the island (33 km) and
drops steeply into the sea along the south-eastern coast.

Tn dekaetia tou 1950 eixe mMANBuopo tepimou 3500 katoikoug. Autn n
meplodog avtiotolxel oe dnuoypadLkr TIAPAKUN, TTOU CUVOEETAL KUPIWG PE
N getavaoteuaon (mpog tnv ABriva kal To eEWTEPLKO) Kal TI¢ DUOKOAECG
OLKOVOMLKEG OUVONKEG 0Ta PIKPA EAANVIKA vnola.

In the 1950s, the island had a population of around 3,500. This period
was marked by demographic decline, linked in particular to emigration
(to Athens and abroad) and the difficult economic conditions on the
small Greek islands.

Amorgos, Chora, 1950
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south-eastern coast
of the Monastery :
of Panagia Chosgviotissa. = = ¢

Hellenic Literary and Historical Archive

9 louAiou 1956 : H I'n tp€peL otnv Apopyo! 1956, 9th July : Earth is quaking in Amorgos!

Ot Bookol katabeTouy TN papTupia Toug yla EKEiVo To TIPwWLVO!

ISlaitepa evdladpEpouvoa ntav n paptupia Vo BooKWYV TTOU Blwoav To YEYOVO(G
otnv mepLloxn tou Movpov.

Kat ot dvo automteg paptupeg, 33 kat 18 etwv 1o 1956, edwaoav EEXWPLOTEC
ouvevteL&elc kalt tepleypadav 0t to GavopUeEVO XapaKTNPLIoTNKE Ao pyla
apXLKN, TTOAL epdavr umoxwpnon tTng 6adacaoag tou cuVERN Alya Aemttd pyeta
TOV GELOHO.

O Moupocg dikaiweg ocuykataAeyetal HeTa&L TWV TIEPLOXWYV OTIOU EVIOTIOTNKAV
HEYAAECG KATAKAUCELG TOOLVAUL e YOG TTou EeTEpaoe Tta 20 YeETpPA.

Shepherds witnessed that morning!
Particularly interesting was the testimonial of two shepherds, from the
village of Mouros, who had experienced the event

Both eyewitnesses, respectively 33 and 18 years old in 1956, interviewed
separately, described the phenomenon as characterized by an initial sea
withdrawal-very evident-occurred a few minutes after the earthquake.
Mouros is rightly listed among the sites where major run-ups were detected
where tsunami exceeded 20m.

Seismogram from the GTT seismograph on 9 July 1956.
A few minutes after the earthquake, seismic waves were
recorded in Gottingen (20,732 km from Amorgos).

In total, 80 records of the events

from 29 European stations were collected

On the importance of gathering the testimonies
of people who experienced this historic event on
that summer morning in Amorgos.
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2T11c 9 louAiou 1956 (03:11 GMT),
OnNMUEWBONKE €vag armo TOUC LOXUPOTEPOUG
oslopoL¢ Tou 20°% alwva oto votio Awyaio,
pHeTa&L TwvV vnolwv Apopyou Kal
2avtopivng, ye peyebog Mg = 7,4
(Makropoulos et al., 1989). Evac deUtepog
LoXUPOCg oelopog (03:24 GMT) pe peyebog
Mg = 7,2 onpewwbnke HOALG 13 Aettta
apyotepa otnv idla mepLoxn.

40°

39°

38°
Kat ot Vo oelopoi evtomiotnkav otnv
Tteploxn Zavropivng-Apopyou.

37°
To péyebog Kal Ta XapakTnPLoTIKA TOU
TIPWTOU OEIOPOU TIPOKAAEC AV TOOUVAHL

TIOU ETANEE TIC AKTECG TOU Alyaiou. 36°

35°

Amorgos, 7 August 1956

To: Prefecture of Cyclades,
Ermoupolis, Syros

From: Municipality Council of
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The ha b ourﬂooded by the tsunamiwaves, 9 July 1956 . i;\ .- B

28°

41°
On 9 July 1956 (03:11 GMT), one of the

strongest earth-quakes in the southern
Aegean in the 20th century occurred
between the islands of Amorgos and
Santorini with a magnitude of MS =7.4
(Makropoulos et al., 1989). A second
strong earthquake (03:24 GMT) with a
magnitude of MS = 7.2 occurred just 13
min later in the same region.

40°

39°

38°

Both earthquakes were located in the
Santorini-Amorgos area.

37°
The magnitude and earthquake

characteristics caused a tsunami that
affected the Aegean Sea coast.

36°

Amorgos, 11 August 1956
To: Royal National

i Foundation, Athens

From: Municipality of
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Amorgos = : Amorgos
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.. due to the earthquake: G ,W@u“’f/;wgwﬂ/ ”ﬁl&%/%/{/ 2’/”% .. due to the earthquake:
- 16% of houses and churches }wl’:’; difen k‘;p;/a/;u?a:a, a;azoufa/;vzﬂf:‘/ 2, . 5 houses of our municipality
were damaged, 54% of them m ’i:f,‘:iw“az’;,‘:;i’;‘f;”;%;mfm 7o~ w‘f‘" 5% /’"f"" y partly collapsed, 30 suffered
need major repairs, the rest . Dperu Lt dvefund 1 gooteis i ;}-%%Z- e serious damage, 70

minor repairs

- the town fortress is deemed
dangerous

- two water tanks are largely
cracked

- part of the road connecting
Katapola to Chora collapsed

Amorgos is excluded from state
care ... therefore we express our
grievance and require that
measures be taken.
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Engineers & Students involved.

moderate damage, 50 slight
damage...

.. request for building
materials and tools for the
repair of damages...
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